
ENGL 6530 – Seminar in American Literature / Midcentury Manifestos 
Fall 2021 
TH 6-8:50 / LANG 205 
Inst: Foertsch / foertsch@unt.edu / LANG 409-D / W (via Zoom) 1:30-4:30 and by appt 

 
Course Goals: In this course we will study memoirs, essay, and autobiographical novels written by 

noted right-seekers from the civil rights and women’s liberation eras. Throughout the course 
we will consider the many definitions and manifestations of “freedom” in this period, as well as 
another cornerstone American value, “equality,” as this concept vies for but almost always fail 
to achieve equal significance in the American enterprise. Students may be asked to read up 
to 50 pages per night and must attend class with the assignment complete on each occasion. 

 
Required Texts: Please see Reading List below. 

 
Course Requirements: Attendance is required each week. Your presence is essential and mandatory, 

and absences must be kept to an absolute minimum. Students will be responsible for weekly 
reading assignments, participation in each class discussion, and taking on various leadership 
roles as assigned early in the semester. Students’ grade is based on the final essay – to be 
discussed with me whenever desired. 

 
POLICIES DURING THE COVID EMERGENCY: 
Face coverings: Face coverings – mouth and nose – are recommended in all UNT facilities. Due to 

resurgence in COVID cases due to the delta variant, masks remain the best way to minimize on-campus 
transmission of the illness. Please consider wearing a mask in class this semester, until infections rates 
improve. 

Absences: While attendance is expected as outlined above, it is important for all of us to be mindful of the 
health and safety of everyone in our community, especially given concerns about COVID-19. Please 
contact me if you are unable to attend class because you are ill, or unable to attend class due to a related 
issue regarding COVID-19. It is important that you communicate with me prior to being absent so I 
may make a decision about accommodating your request to be excused from class. 
If you are experiencing cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fever, or any of the other 
possible symptoms of COVID-19 (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms- 
testing/symptoms.html) please seek medical attention from the Student Health and Wellness Center 
(940-565-2333 or askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care provider. UNT also asks that you contact the 
UNT COVID Hotline at 844-366-5892 or COVID@unt.edu for guidance on actions to take due to 
symptoms, pending or positive test results, or potential exposure. While attendance is an important part 
of succeeding in this class, your own health, and those of others in the community, is more important. 

Live Recordings: Synchronous (live) sessions in this course will be streamed and recorded for students to refer 
to throughout the semester. Class recordings are reserved for use only by students in this class for 
educational purposes. The recordings should not be shared outside the class, or outside the Canvas LMS, 
in any form. Failing to follow this restriction is a violation of the UNT Code of Student Conduct and 
could lead to disciplinary action. 

 
Students with Disabilities: I am happy to accommodate students with disabilities with respect to 

room scheduling, seating arrangements, test time, tape recording, or whatever else is required, 
once necessary documentation from the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) is 
produced. If you need to obtain these documents, or would like to be tested/counseled for a 
disability, contact the ODA in suite 321 of the University Union, 565-4323. 

mailto:/%20foertsch@unt.edu
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-
mailto:COVID@unt.edu


Final Essay: Due 9 December, 8:50 p.m., to foertsch@unt.edu 
 
 
 

Reading List 
 
8/26 Introductions/Freedom and Equality in the Postwar Era 

9/2 Haley, Autobiography of Malcolm X (1965) 

9/9 Brown, Manchild in the Promised Land (19650 

9/16 Moody, Coming of Age in Mississippi (1968) 

9/23 Murray, Song in a Weary Throat (1987) 

9/30 Murray, Dark Testament (1970) 
 
10/7 Thomas, Down these Mean Streets (1967) 

10/14   Friedan, from Feminine Mystique (1963)  

 Ch. 1-3, 7-11, 14 

10/21 Friedan, from The Feminine Mystique (1963) 

10/28  Susann, Valley of the Dolls (1965) 

11/4 French, from The Women’s Room (1977)  

 Parts I, II, and V ch.18-end 

11/11 Brownmiller, ch. 6, 9-12, from Against Our  

 Will (1975)   

11/18 Steinem, from Outrageous Acts (1983)  

 “Playboy Bunny,” “College Reunion,”  

 “The Importance of Work,” “Marilyn  

 Monroe,” “Linda Lovelace,” ______ 

11/25 Thanksgiving / no class 

12/2 Rosner, Looking for Mr. Goodbar (1975) 
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